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Since 9/11, the profession of intelligence has come under increased scrutiny. Written products have

been criticized for lack of clarity or for unconvincing arguments. Nations have gone to war based on

what was considered the best available intelligence, only to learn later that it had been flawed. A

lack of standards for written products across the Intelligence Community has adversely impacted

those products and those who depend upon them.Writing Classified and Unclassified Papers for

National Security is designed to serve as a style guide for those in the intelligence profession and

for those aspiring to that career and pursuing studies in intelligence, national security, homeland

security, or homeland defense. It provides essential information and guidelines regarding the

preparation of written products to satisfy the intended consumers. This desktop reference is

essential for career intelligence professionals and as a reference book for students.
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Writing Classified and Unclassified Papers for National Security does double duty as a Writing

Guide and a Usage Guide, and if an intelligence writer only had access to one Usage Guide in this

review, this would be the text I would recommend. . . .it exceeds all expectations.

James S. Major spent 40 years in intelligence, serving in both military and civilian capacity, in

assignments at the tactical, operational, strategic, and national levels. He has previously written 15



books, all published by the U.S. Government, and in 1997 he was awarded the National Intelligence

Medal of Achievement.

This is a great book for all analysts that are having to write reports. Much of this is a review that we

all have learned in the past but have forgotten and replaced with bad habits. This type of book

should be on every writers desk, whether you are writing a report for a college class, an intelligence

report a business report or a business plan. Great book and an easy read.

I found the book to be well organized; provided easy to follow examples; and had meaningful

exercises. The book is worth the money for anyone wanting to improve their analytic report writing

skills.

Great book. I'm using this book for my Intelligence Writing course and I must say it is very good.
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